
Phase 2 Phonics for Nursery 

We are following the Read Write Inc. program to teach phase 2 Phonics to children who may 

be going to school in September or are ready to do so. Some children who are developing 

their speech and language skills will do Phase 2 later on and are doing Phase 1 to develop 

their listening skills.  

The focus is on sound discrimination in words e.g.  

What sound can you hear at the beginning of a word?  

What sounds can you hear in your name or any word?  

The children are taught to read words through play and hands-on activities in small groups.  

The pace is slow as the children are very young and need a lot of repetition. We need 

parents' support to reinforce the learning.  

First, your child will learn to read: 

• Set 1 Speed Sounds: these are sounds written with one 
letter:                                                     

• Set 1 sounds written with two letters (‘special friends’). 
• Simple words containing these sounds, by sound-blending. 

We also teach them to form the letters correctly following the rhymes with each letter.  

 

 



 

 

Reading: Read with your child every day and ask lots of questions. Encourage them to retell 

the story and find the sounds they have learned.  

Set 1 

Sound Rhyme 

m Down Maisie then over the two mountains. Maisie, mountain, mountain.  

a Round the apple, down the leaf.  

s Slither down the snake  

d Round the dinosaur's back, up his neck and down to his feet. 

t Down the tower, across the tower, 

i Down the insect's body, dot for the head.  

n Down Nobby and over the net.  

p Down the plait, up and over the pirates face. 

g Round the girls face, down her hair and give her a curl 

o All around the orange 

c Curl around the caterpillar 



k Down the kangaroos body, tail and leg 

u Down and under the umbrella, up to the top and down to the puddle 

b Down the laces, over the toe and touch the heel 

f Down the stem and draw the leaves 

e Slice into the egg, go over the top, then under the egg 

l Down the long leg 

h Down the horse's head to the hooves and over his back 

sh  Slither down the snake, then down the horse's head to the hooves and over his back 

r Down the robot's back, then up and curl 

j Down his body, curl and dot 

v Down a wing, up a wing 

y Down a horn, up a horn and under the yak's head. 

w Down, up, down, up the worm. 

th  
Down the tower, across the tower, then down the horse’s head to the hooves and over his 

back 

z Zig-zag-zig, down the zip. 

ch  Curl around the caterpillar, , then down the horse's head to the hooves and over his back 

qu  Round the queen’s head, up to her crown, down her hair and curl 

x Cross down the arm and leg and cross the other way 

ng  A thing on a string  

nk I think I stink 

 



 


