
 

 

 

 

Activities to develop Literacy Skills 

 

 
With your child listen to the story 

                           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClY-_mnR0rs 

 

        Next Step: Questions to ask? Why did Sally want to find Spot? 

                             Can you remember who was hiding behind the blue door? 

                             Which animal was hiding inside the clock? 

                             Who was hiding under the bed? 

                             Was Spot hiding in the basket or out of the basket? 

                             Did Spots Mummy have a name? 

                             Can you name all the animals that were hiding? 

                             What’s your favourite animal? 

                             What part of the story did you enjoy the best? 

          Next Activity: 
        What you need - any kind of box – practice preposition words 

                                                          behind   inside   under   in   on   front 

                                                          next to    beside    over    through top 

                                                                       next 

       Next Step: Use any soft toy  

        Play the game: You put the toy behind the box!   

    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClY-_mnR0rs


 

 

 

            Ask where is the toy?  or    Is the toy in front or behind the box? 

   Carry on asking the questions until you have gone through all the words above.   

Then change the question?   Give your child the toy.  Say - Put the toy in the box, 

on the box, under the box, behind the box, inside the box, beside the box.     

 

Extension of Learning: Ask-Put the toy behind the box and another toy in front of 

the box 

       Change the questions using in/on - inside/outside giving 2step instructions 

 

 Next Activity 

 

                 
                   

                  Go for a walk with your child to the park or your garden.  

                  Collect lots of leaves in a bag. Talk about the different colours, red,    

                  brown, yellow, green as well as the shape of the leaves.  

Listen to the Autumn song:            

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xXvVvAFEQQ 

 

         Next Step: With your child sort the leaves into colours, shape. 

                                 Sort the leaves into big and small. 

                                 Count how many leaves you have collected. 

 

 
                         

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xXvVvAFEQQ


 

 

What you need next – a marker pen (this will help your child to recognize numbers) 

        Next Step: Write numbers 1 to 5 behind the leaves.     

                              Write numbers 1 to 10 behind the leaves 

                              Write numbers 1 to 20 behind the leaves 

        Ask your child to help you remember the numbers as you write them on the front or  

        back of the leaves. 

 

Ask your child to help you put the leaves in order, starting with ‘1’ 

      Questions to ask your child: What number should I write first?  
                       What comes next?  Can we say the numbers in order? 

               Take one leaf away from the line. Can your child guess which number is missing? 

               Write numbers on paper. Can your child match the numeral to the one on the leaf.                               

       

Play this game  -  https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/underwater-counting 

 

Extension of Learning: Give child one leaf say, “if I give you 1 more how many will 

you have altogether?” “You take 2 leaves and if I give you 2 more leaves how many 

leaves 

will you have altogether?” “You have 4 leaves if I give you 1 more how many will 

 you have altogether?” 

                         
       
Expressive Arts and Design 

 
                   

    What you need:   

    Paper, paint, brushes, leaves 

    Next Step: Paint the back of the leaf 

                         Press down on top of the paper 

                         Lift the leaf up  

                        What do you see? Talk to your child about the lines, bumps, 

                         patterns behind the leaves. Repeat actions. 

     

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/underwater-counting


       

 

What you need: 

    Leaves, crayons, paper 

    Next Step: Put paper on top of the bottom of the leaf where its bumpy 

                       Rub over with the crayon 

                       Lift the paper up ………. What do you see? Have another go. 

 

      What you need:  

       Leaves, glue, paper 

       Next Step: Glue the leaves onto paper to make a leaf collage. 

 

 

 
    Extension of Learning:   Get more creative and make animal images 

 

          

 
                               

                      
 

      Recipe for Spots cake                                        Instructions: 
    
       8oz Self – Raising Flour                                                 Preheat oven to 170c Gas number 4 

       8oz Caster Sugar                                                             Mix/whisk all ingredients together in bowl                       

       8oz. butter/margarine                                                      Place mixture into greased tin or paper cup cases 

       3 eggs                                                                              Bake for 20 minutes. 

       I small baking tin or paper cup cases                              Cool.  Decorate. 

 

 



   

 

 

What you need: paper, marker pens, scissors, cocktail sticks or candles. 

  

   Next Step: 

                         With your child draw Spot the dog. Draw lots of spots on the dog.  

                       Cut out and stick with tape onto a cocktail stick.  

                       Let your child cut it out with you.  

                       Place on top of the cake. (make glace icing if you want) 

                       Ask your child to count how many spots are on the dog. 

                          Eat and enjoy together. 

 

 

Dairy Free Cup Cake Ingredients:                Instructions: 
  100gram soya spread/margarine                   Pre-heat oven to 4/170c 

  100gram caster sugar                                   Mix / whisk all ingredients in bowl 

  2 eggs                                                           Half fill the cup cases  

  100gram self-raising flour                            Bake for 15mins. Till brown. 

  1 teaspoon baking powder 

 

    What you need: paper, marker pens, scissors, cocktail sticks or candles. 

      Next Step: 

                         With your child draw Spot, the dog. Draw lots of spots on the dog.  

                          Cut out and stick with tape onto a cocktail stick.  

                          Let your child cut it out with you. Place on top of the cake. (make glace icing if you want) 

                          Ask your child to count how many spots are on the dog. 

                          

                                Eat and enjoy together. 

 

      

What you need:   
                 5 cups of flour (any flour you like gluten free) 

                 1 cup of baby oil (or cooking oil for taste-safe)  

Play tools (play dough accessories, kitchen tools and a small plastic bowl) 

You can add glitter or food colouring to change the colour.  

 

 

 



 

HOW TO MAKE  CLOUD  DOUGH   

Measure pour and mix!  That’s it!  Add all ingredients to your sensory bin and mix them together.  

You should be able to grab a chunk of the cloud dough, mould it and have it hold.  

If not, you may need more oil. Too oily, add more flour!  

      Play - Enjoy 

 Next Step: 
                   Let your child feel the dough with their fingers 

                   Place hands in the dough. Squeeze, push, pat. 

                   Fill a plastic cup with the dough. Turn upside down. 

                   Use pastry cutters or plastic cup to press down to create shapes. 

                   Let your child enjoy the feel, texture of the dough as its very  

                   Soothing. Enjoy  

 Next Step: 
                   Add vanilla essence or lemon juice so it smells nice or whatever 

                   Flavourings you have.  
Alternative Play Dough: 
What you need: 

          Flour and water. Add food colouring / smelling essences like orange/vanilla if you like. 

    Next Step: 

                     Mix a small amount of each until a dough is formed. 

                     Knead the dough, change the shape of the dough by rolling, squeezing, patting, 

                     Roll the dough with a rolling pin, cut out shapes.  

   

Extension of Learning:  Write your child’s name. Ask your child to roll out coils of  

dough and place over the letters 

 

     Play – Enjoy - Excellent to develop fine-motor skills and strength/exploring texture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Understanding of the World 

 

 On the 14th. November 2020 there is a huge celebration celebrating   

DIWALI the ‘FESTIVAL OF LIGHT’ which all Hindus and Sikhs celebrate. 

           
     

                     Watch Jessica and her family prepare for Diwali  

 
              https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali 
 

 T  

To make the diva pots; 
What you need: 1 cup of salt.   2 cups of Plain Flour.   1 cup of water 

 Next Step:   Add to a bowl and mix well. 

                      Roll a piece of dough into a ball. Put thumb in the middle / press 

                      down to make a hole in the middle as in the picture above. 

                      Leave to air dry for a couple of days or bake at low temp. 

                      gas number 2 for 1 and a half hours or 100 degrees temperature. 

 Next Step:  When dry. Paint them any colour. Leave to dry. 

                      Brush with pva glue / stick shiny sequins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali


What to Do: Next Step:  Design a Ragoli pattern 

   

Get a piece of paper/Draw circles/straight lines in lots of different colours 

                    
  What is Diwali ? song:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-go-club-diwali-song 

 

 
 

     
 

         Here are some links to some super lovely songs for your child to dance  

       and sing along to  

             Fruit Juice Dance Song                                 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gN3pn_alymA 

 

                                   Walking Dance Song 
                      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKqnSRDzkgw 

                                    Baby Shark Dance 
                        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqZsoesa55w 

                            How Many Fingers Counting Song? 
                        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNw1SSz18Gg 

                                      How Many Fingers Song 
                        

                       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBsj74NOTCQ 

 

                             Enjoy have fun.  See you all soon                                                   
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